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‘We had faith in abundance;
then held hands and leapt’
By Archdeacon Michael 
Mitchell

LARC stands for the Lunenburg 
and Area Refugee Committee.  
‘Free as a Larc’. It is a 
community coalition with St. 
John’s Anglican, Zion Lutheran, 
Central United, St. Andrews 
Presbyterian, The Rotary Club 
and citizens at large. It is very 
ecumenical and community 
based.

David Friendly, Coordinator 
of LARC and I were talking 
about the arrival of the Ayash 
family to Lunenburg. “We 
can’t bring peace to the whole 
world,” said David, “but we 
surely have brought peace 
to this family.”  These were 
wise words then and as we 
have come to know the seven 
members of the Ayash family, 
these words have proved true.
On 7 November 14, 2015 

Marie Kettle, Private Refugee 
Sponsorship Coordinator for 
the Anglican Diocese of NS 
and PEI, came to the South 
Shore to describe the process 

for refugee sponsorship.  
Quickly following the 
meeting, we formed the 
Lunenburg Area Refugee 
Committee or LARC, and 
since then the pace of activity 
has been nothing short of 
staggering. By early 2016 
our family of seven had been 
identified. A mere thirteen 
weeks later, on Monday 
February 29th, the family 
opened the door to their new 
home overlooking Lunenburg 
harbour. The Ayash family 
include parents Ahmad and 
Fatmeh, and their four boys 
Turki 14, Mohammad 13, 
Zkareya 7, Ali 5, and their 
daughter Sedra 9.  
Today the Ayash family 

are leading busy and full 
lives.  Ahmad and Fatmeh 
are taking language training 
at the New Voice Language 
Academy.  Ahmad who has 
just passed his drivers’ test, is 
working on the recertification 
process as a civil engineer 
and is interviewing for 
jobs.  Fatmeh is organizing 
the family, making many 

friends and monitoring the 
children’s’ progress. Both 
parents are enrolled in an 
English language program.  
All the children are at the 
Bluenose Academy, save 
for Ali, who is too young.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
many, including the Canadian 
Tire Jump Start program 
and Lunenburg’s recreation 
department, the eldest boys 
Turki and Mohammad will be 
playing soccer this summer 
and all the children will be 
taking swimming lessons, 
fulfilling a long held dream of 
their parents. As well, Sedra 
is taking ballet, thanks to the 
On Tap Dance Studio and 
preparing for her first recital at 
the end of June.  
We realize that there is still a 

great deal of work to be done 
but we cannot help but take 
a breath and think back at 
what has been accomplished 
and how we came together 
as a community.  LARC 
includes the parishes of 
St. John’s Anglican, Zion 
and First South Lutheran, 
Central United, St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian and Faith Baptist. 
St. Norbert’s Catholic Church 
has their own group and we 
keep in close communication. 
As well, LARC includes 
the Rotary Club and over 

one hundred volunteers and 
donors.  Some are Christians, 
others Jews, Muslims and 
Buddhists, while others have 
no religious affiliation at all.  
They range from toddler to 
great grandparent.  Some had 
previous experience with the 
Vietnamese boat people in the 
70s, while others had not even 
born then.  It’s a powerful 
witness to inclusion in our 
community and our working 
together.
In the beginning, not many 

of us knew how we were going 
to accomplish this work but 
we all knew that we just had 
to. We did not have all the 
answers and we certainly did 
not know all the questions.  

What we did have though was 
faith and in abundance; then 
we all held hands and leapt.
On Sunday April 17th, over 

a hundred LARC volunteers 
attended a reception to meet 
the Ayash’s.   It was a joyful 
and moving experience, 
especially when Ahmad 
Ayash addressed the group 
and expressed the family’s 
appreciation for everything 
that LARC had done.  
Looking around the room at 
the tearing faces, we couldn’t 
help think that as much as we 
gave to this wonderful family, 
they gave us all much more.
“You save one life, you save the 
world.”
LARC motto

Photo: Ahmad and Fatmeh Ayash with their four boys Turki 14, Mohammad 13, Zkareya 7, Ali 5 and daughter 
Sedra 9.

Photo: Ali Ayash at the family reception, St. John’s, Lunenburg.Photo: Sedra Ayash colouring at the reception, St. John’s, Lunenburg.
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We will blossom and flourish
This past Sunday was the 
first Sunday of the rest of our 
lives here By The Bog. It was 
the first Sunday of our new 
incumbent’s ministry among 
us and a day of rejoicing that 
we will go on as a Parish in our 
diocese.
We keep reading about par-

ishes closing their doors and 
ending the witness they had 
been living for so many years. 
Some of these churches had 
been in active use for over 100 
years and now will become an 
empty building. Some will be 
removed, some will become an 
architect’s dream of restoration 
and redirecting. We will not 
see St. Bart’s following such 
a journey, at least not in the 
foreseeable future. St. Bart’s 
will continue as an active par-
ish and the heart of the wider 
community here By The Bog.
Our new ‘fella’ Jason is keen 

to begin his ministry with us 
and we are excited to have 
him and his young family here. 
Jason Lewis has just completed 
his studies and graduated 
from Seminary , he has been 
ordained Deacon along with 

some of his classmates and has 
been sent out to us as our new 
minister. The Bishop and the 
Archdeacon have sung his 
praises and look forward to 
ordaining him Priest within 
the year. In the mean time we 
will do our best to break him 
into the new life and career he 
has chosen.
He has rather large boots to 

fill with the long ministry we 
had shared with Rev. Billie 

but I think he will be just fine, 
thank you very much!  Jason 
is a big fella in stature and 
throws out a large shadow 
wherever he goes. He has 
flaming red hair and big brown 
eyes and at his tender age is 
already showing laugh lines 
around his eyes and mouth. If 
you are old enough to remem-
ber The Andy Griffith Show, 
he has the look of a grown up 
Opie. My Orin says he looks 
like he needs help but, re-
ally, he is just fine and can be 
rather stubborn about things. 
He knows where he wants his 
ministry to lead both himself 
and us as a parish. I think he 
will continue in the visiting 
that was such a strong part of 
Billie’s ministry but he is also 
keen to get the young kids in 
the community involved in 
both sports and music. He is 
anxious to get a soft ball team 
together this summer and we 
have heard that the music 
scene here By the Bog may 
be taking on an electric feel 
under his direction.
There is one thing for sure, 

we will be recharged with 
the energy our new Pastor 

brings to us. We also need to 
remember that he is about to 
become a new father and that 
will take up much of his time. 
We haven’t had a new baby 
in the rectory for many, many 
years and the thought of that 
baby coming into our lives fills 
us with excitement too. As I 
have said before, the knitting 
needles in The Bog have been 
flying over the past few weeks 
and months.
We will give our new family 

a few weeks to settle into their 
life as parents and clergy types. 
We will be there to support 
them in any way we can, but I 
hope we will respect their need 
for privacy and time alone as 
the warmth of a summer By 
the Bog brings them and us 
into a new shared ministry. 
We will be back in September 
filled with ideas, new and old 
and the heart to see St. Bart’s 
blossom and flourish under the 
hand of God and His servant 
Jason. ‘
I’ll keep you posted, 
Aunt Madge

ST. BART’S BY THE BOG

Sarah Neish



The Right Reverend Ron Cutler, 
Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island
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Background for 
General Synod
Every three years delegates from every diocese in the 
Anglican Church of Canada gather for a meeting of the General 
Synod of our church. Each diocese sends lay, clergy, a youth 
delegate and their bishop(s). The number of clergy and lay 
delegates is based on the average attendance in the diocese on a 
selection of Sundays throughout the year. This year our diocese 
will send a total of eight people to the General Synod.
The 41st meeting of the General Synod will take place 

in Toronto from July 7-12 under the theme: “You are my 
Witnesses”
Delegates become members when the Synod begins. They do 

not represent the interests of their diocese, rather they come 
together for the good of the whole church. Inevitably they do 
bring to the synod a wide range of distinctive perspectives on 
the issues before the church. The synod is divided into three 
‘Houses’: laity, clergy, and bishops. Most of the work and the 
voting is done together however some resolutions require each 
house to vote separately. At one time the bishops didn’t even sit 
in the same room with the other delegates when General Synod 
was meeting (fortunately this practice stopped a long time ago).
When we gather, we will be joined by partners from other parts 

of the Anglican Communion, notably Cuba, Brazil, Jerusalem 
and the Anglican Communion office. We will receive reports 
from the coordinating committees that carry out ministry at the 
national level, we will debate resolutions, we will worship and 
we will elect officers and members for the Council of General 
Synod.
At this meeting of the general synod we will spend a significant 

amount of time continuing the work at redefining the ministry 
of, by and for indigenous people within the Anglican Church 
of Canada. We will look at our church’s response to the 94 
‘calls to action’ from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and some changes to Canon 22 which guides the national 
indigenous ministry of our church.
As I write this column, the circular containing the resolutions 

has not yet been distributed to delegates. However we do 
know that there will be a resolution to amend the General 
Synod Canon on Marriage, so as to permit the marriage of 
same sex couples in the same way that heterosexual couples. 
This resolution was called for at the last session of the General 

Synod in 2013. In preparation for its introduction the council 
of General Synod created a commission to examine the 
potential change to the canon on marriage. The Report of the 
Commission on the Marriage Canon was released in September 
2015 and is publicly available on the website of the Anglican 
Church of Canada (www.anglican.ca)
The constitution of the Anglican Church of Canada 

intentionally makes it difficult to change any canon with 
doctrinal consequences. In order to pass, this resolution must 
be approved by a 2/3 majority in each house voting separately 
and must be approved at two separate meetings of the General 
Synod. Discussions about this proposed change have been quite 
emotional and no doubt the debate at General Synod will be 
passionate. We do not direct our delegates to vote in a particular 
way on any issue that comes before the Synod. We do expect 
delegates to prepare themselves by reading the supporting 
documents, by attending pre-synod gatherings, by being 
attentive to the discussions and debates, and most importantly, 
by attempting to discern where God is calling us at this point 
in time. Discernment is not easy work, it is not the work of a 
day or two of intense prayer. It is grounded in long standing and 
focused spiritual disciplines.
There will be many other issues which the Synod will deal 

with, other than the examination of the marriage canon. You 
will be able to follow the work of the general synod through 
various social media platforms and through the www.anglican.
ca website. The Anglican Journal will be reporting on the synod 
and a full report will appear in the newspaper’s September 
edition. The most important way that you can be involved is 
by supporting the members of the Synod and their work in your 
prayers.

Almighty and ever living God, source of all wisdom and 
understanding, be present with those who take counsel 
in General Synod for the renewal and mission of your 
Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honour 
and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us 
both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish 
it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

+ Ron

Mothers’ Union 2016 national conference

Photo: Some 150 women (and a handful of men) attended the 2016 Mothers’ Union National Conference  held in June at the Inverary Inn, Baddeck, NS. Attendees came from across 
Canada and the United States to join in the conference and activities. More coverage to follow in our July on-line edition.
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Rev. Dr. John Roddam

Feedback on John’s articles is 
welcome - e-mail john_roddam@
hotmail.com and copy to 
diocesantimes@gmail.com also! 

The debate over the authority of Scripture
Canadians were distraught 

when Stephen Harper called 
an election last year with 
an 11-week campaign – the 
longest since 1872! The last 
10 campaigns have averaged 
45.8 days! 
Our neighbours to the 

South have been embroiled 
in election fever for almost 
two years! Many Canadians 
have been caught up in the 
drama leading up to the 
US Presidential Election in 
November this year. It has 
been as captivating as any 
reality show! There is a deep 
ideological gulf between the 
two US parties.
Plato in his book “The 

Republic” written c.380 BCE 
posits that republics last about 
200 years. In the end, the 
two-party system polarizes 
the nation as each faction 
becomes more concerned 
about their own party agenda 
than the country they are 
called to serve. Is this cycle 
being played out today?

Could the same be said 
about the Christian Church 
in North America? The 
Modernist Controversy 
which originated in the latter 
half of the 19th C. has torn 
the Church asunder. The 
progressive social activist wing 
has been in an acrimonious 
fight with the traditional 
orthodox “party.” 
All the while this is going 

on, on the global stage, the 
Church is in almost full 
revival. The Church in Asia, 
Africa, South America is 
exploding while the church in 
the West (North America, the 
UK, and most of Australasia) 
is languishing.  Why?
At the root of the Modernist 

Controversy is the debate over 
the authority of Scripture. 
Bishop Stephen Neill, famous 
Anglican missionary and 
scholar chronicled this in 
“The Interpretation of the 
New Testament 1891 to 
1961.” Like the US political 
parties, there is a deep rift on 

both sides of this theological 
divide. 
An ideological divide was 

also played out in Jesus’ day 
between the two dominant 
religious parties in Judaism 
– Sadducees and Pharisees. 
The Sadducees were the 
dominant power but fizzled 
out as a significant part of the 
Hebrew Tradition because 
of their interpretation of the 
Torah which diminished the 
supernatural, the afterlife, 
etc. The Pharisees despite 
their Biblical Orthodoxy 
spun downward, caught up in 
legalism. Jesus conflict with 
the Pharisees over their rigid 
interpretation of the Scripture 
is evidence of this. Both 
dynamics are rampant in the 
North American and Western 
Churches!
Religious commentators 

have sought to characterize 
the North American Church 
paralleling one of the 
seven Churches described 
in Revelation Chapters 2 

& 3. For example, some 
see the Church in North 
America like the Church in 
Laodicea (Revelation 3: 14-
22) – neither hot nor cold! 
Or perhaps we are like the 
Church in Sardis (Revelation 
3:1-6) – having a reputation 
that they were alive but were 
dead!
I believe the Church 

in North America (both 
factions!!) is best represented 
by the Church in Ephesus 
(Revelation 2:1-7). WE HAVE 
LEFT OUR FIRST LOVE – 
JESUS!!

The prescription for health 
with accompanying warning is 
straight-forward:    
I have this against you, that 

you have left your first love. 
Remember therefore from where 
you have fallen; repent and do 
the first works or else I will come 
to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless 
you repent. (Revelation 2: 4-5) 

This hurting world, God’s healing 
mission and our sacred calling
by Cathy Lee Cunningham,
Part-Time rector of the 
Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Beaver Bank and 
Founder, The Vocapeace 
Institute

Warm Pentecost greetings to 
all of you, in the name of our 
risen Lord Jesus!
As I write this letter to you, 
wildfires are burning through 
Fort MacMurray, Alberta and 
slowly making their way to 
Saskatchewan. Families in 
Beaver Bank, where I serve, 
have been directly touched 
by this tragic unfolding. And 
people of good will from all over 
the world are reaching out to help 
the displaced.
Statistics have just been 
released showing that shelters 
for women and children who 
are fleeing domestic violence 
in our Canadian communities 
are filled to overflowing, and 
many women and children 
are being turned away, with 
no where to go. The polar ice 
caps of our great Canadian 
Arctic are melting, the 
animals of that region are 
starving and dying and the 
planet is groaning under the 
strain of our presence, borne 
of human greed. Good people 
of faith and humanitarians are 

being tortured and beheaded 
at the hands of ISIS, young 
girls are being kidnapped and 
enslaved by Boko Haram 
and other fundamentalist 
terror groups. The purity and 
beauty of the world’s religions 
is being perverted by hateful 
perpetrators of war and terror, 
who know nothing of God’s 
love and peace. And people of 
good will from all over the world 
are reaching out to fight for a 
sustainable earth, an end to war, 
and to provide what charities 
need to do their work.
According to the United 
Nations, 836 million people 

live in extreme poverty. In 
developing regions, one in five 
people live on less than $1.25 
dollars a day and millions more 
live on less. In 2014 alone - 
EVERY DAY - 4200 people 
were forced to abandon their 
homes to seek protection due 
to armed conflict. According 
to statistics released by 
World Vision in April 2016, 
there are 4.6 million Syrian 
refugees, 10% of whom have 
fled to Europe. A further 6.6 
million people are displaced 
within Syria, half of whom 
are children. Many of those 
children are forcibly captured 
and/or recruited to serve 
as fighters, human shields 
and/or sex slaves. Millions 
of children throughout the 
earth (including children and 
youth in our own country 
who live in abusive homes, in 
impoverished conditions and 
on the streets), witness terrible 
acts of brutality and violence 
every day. And people of good 
will from all over the world are 
reaching out to help to sweep 
children off the streets and out of 
war zones to safety.
Although we are long past 
Holy Saturday, the Exsultet 
(BAS, p. 324) is both a 
prayer for these times and a 
call to us as people of faith 

and good will, to RISE UP 
as ambassadors of the Light 
of Christ, wherever we 
are, however we can, with 
whatever we have, to heal the 
world, not by domination, but 
by love: 
The power of this holy night,
dispels all evil, 
washes guilt away, 
restores lost innocence,
brings mourners joy.

While this remains the 
hope onto which we hold 
as we make our pilgrimage 
through this life with all of it’s 
challenges, we must make no 
mistake: Into these times, we 
have been born, planted and 
sent by God to heal the world. 
Overwhelm is not an option. 
The world is hurting now. The 
time to rise is now.
Where is the hurt in 
the parish? Where is the 
frightened child in the parish? 
Where is the hungry family 
in the parish? Where is the 
person about to be displaced or 
already displaced by conflict in 
the parish? What do we need 
to learn? How do we need to 
lead? Where do we need to 
rise?
To bolster our spirits when 
we look on the world and feel 
overwhelmed by all that we 

see, let’s invoke the Paschal 
Fire, the light of Christ, as at 
the end of the Exsultet:

May the Morning Star which 
never sets, 
find this flame still burning: 
Christ that Morning Star, 
who came back from the 
dead, 
and shed His peaceful light 
on all creation, 
your Son who lives and 
reigns, 
forever and ever. Amen.

With deep love in Jesus,
Cathy Lee

MORE RESOURCES FOR 
YOU! Please visit my new 
website, www.vocapeace.
com, to join the growing global 
community of subscribers! 
Sign up and you’ll be taken 
to a special page I’ve made 
to help get you find and use 
your compassionate voice for 
God’s work in the world. You’ll 
also receive an e-copy of The 
Vocapeace Way Starter Kit 
and my weekly multimedia 
newsletter, a practical and 
spiritual toolkit to help you learn, 
lead and rise to build a better 
world, right where God has 
planted you to serve.

Rev Cathy Lee Cunningham,
Part-Time Rector of the Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Beaver Bank and 
Founder, The Vocapeace Institute
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‘The final arbiter for or against 
physician-assisted dying is the patient’
Being Mortal: Medicine and 
What Matters in the End 
by Dr. Atul Gawande, 2014
304 pages, Doubleday Canada 

Submitted by
Rev. Dr. Catherine Simpson

As a member of the 
Diocesan committee 

charged with considering the 
issue of physician-assisted 
dying (PAD) I was asked to 
summarize Dr. Atul Gawande’s 
2014 book, “Being Mortal.” I 
read the book more than a 
year ago, but it continues to be 
one of the seminal “end of life 
care” books on my bookshelf. 
Written primarily from the 
perspective of an oncology 
surgeon, Dr. Gawande is 
also a son struggling to 
come to terms with the long, 
drawn-out process of dying 
and significant suffering his 
father endured in the final 
years of his life. Through this 
compound lens Gawande 
proceeds to explore the 
current state of formal and 
informal care available in 
North America for seniors-

-those who are simply aging, 
those who are chronically ill, 
and those who are dying. He 
uses returns to the story of 
his father’s decline as well as 
stories drawn from his own 
practice and experience, and 
mixes these with facts and 
research. He believes the 
current situation is far from 
ideal and describes theoretical 
and practical alternatives to 
improve things. For a book 

dedicated to “what matters in 
the end,” there is little time 
devoted to the very timely 
topic of physician-assisted 
dying. 
It is clear that Gawande is 

opposed to the “treatment-
at-all-costs” ethos and model 
that has increasingly prevailed 
in certain areas of medicine, 
especially cancer treatment 
and critical care. He writes, 
People with serious illness 

have priorities besides simply 
prolonging their lives...If your 
problem is fixable, we know 
just what to do. But if it’s 
not? The fact that we have 
had no adequate answers 
to this question is troubling 
and has caused callousness, 
inhumanity and extraordinary 
suffering. 
Continuing in this vein 

he highlights the need for 
ongoing reassessment in 
the care of any patient--
reassessment that includes 
revisiting what the patient 
is expecting and hoping 
for, what he or she fears 
most, and what is actually 

clinically possible, done in 
a sensitive, patient-centred 
way. He also stresses the need 
for competence and readiness 
to help patients and families 
shift goals of care when they 
are receptive. As he puts 
it, “Arriving at an acceptance 
of one’s mortality and a 
clear understanding of the 
limits and the possibilities of 
medicine is a process, not an 
epiphany.”

He summarizes euthanasia 
as a question of values and 
priorities, “The debate is 
about what mistakes we 
fear most — the mistake of 
prolonging suffering or the 
mistake of shortening valued 
life.” He critiques end-of-life 
policy in the Netherlands, 
where the practice is legal, 
calling the fact that so many 
there seek assisted suicide “a 
measure of failure.” He goes 
on to say, “[o]ur ultimate goal, 
after all, is not a good death 
but a good life to the very 
end.” In response I would 
like to suggest it should not 
be considered an “either/or” 
situation, but rather a case of 

“both/and, “i.e., BOTH a good 
life to the very end AND a 
good death. 
In grappling with the 

situation in the Netherlands, 
Gawande questions whether 
the Dutch have been slow 
to develop palliative care 
programs because “their 
system of assisted death 
may have reinforced beliefs 
that reducing suffering and 
improving lives through other 
means is not feasible when 
one becomes debilitated 
or seriously ill.” This is an 
important argument to 
consider, but the idea that 
having high quality, palliative 
care available for all citizens 
(currently not the case in 
NS or Canada as a whole) 
will resolve all end-of-life 
suffering is simply a fallacy, 
at least for now. It simply is 
not true, and should not be 
represented as such. There 
continue to be occasional 
patients for whom standard 
palliative care measures do 
not work sufficiently well to 
relieve their particular type of 
suffering. What are we to do 
in such cases? Gawande does 
not address this issue.
He refers to ‘assisted suicide’ 

as a euphemism for “death 
with dignity” and argues 
that we already recognize 
some form of this when we 
allow people to refuse food, 
water, medications or other 
treatments. 

“We accelerate a person’s 
demise every time we remove 
an artificial respirator”(or 
turn off a pacemaker). “We 
allow doses of narcotics and 
sedatives that reduce pain 
and discomfort even if they 
knowingly speed death.” 
And then he adds a critical 
observation, “We are running 
up against the difficulty of 
maintaining a coherent 
philosophical distinction 
between giving people 
the right to stop external 
or artificial processes that 
prolong their lives and giving 
them the right to stop the 
natural internal processes that 
do so.” I think this comment 
deserves further consideration 
as we continue to explore the 
issue of physician-assisted 
dying.
Gawande comes out in 

support of laws that would 
provide prescriptions for 
people to end their own lives 
in the event of intractable, 
unrelieved suffering. He 
also draws attention to the 
fact that about half of those 
who receive and fill such 
prescriptions never actually 
use them, but take great 
comfort in having them 
available. 
Despite expressing support 

for this form of physician-
assisted suicide, he is worried 
that we will stop there and 
thus not persevere with efforts 
to improve assisted living and 
other supports for seniors in 
the community, palliative care, 

and hospice care. His ultimate 
view is that medicine is, and 
should be, about enabling 
patients’ wellbeing, and he 
sees wellbeing as rooted in the 
reasons one wishes to be alive. 
This statement suggests that 
for Gawande the very essence 
of the medical endeavour 
is at odds with the goal of 
physician-assisted dying. 
However, he leaves the door 
slightly ajar when he adds that 
the risks and benefits of any 
treatment/intervention are 
only justified if they serve the 
larger aims of a person’s life 
story. To me this suggests the 
final arbiter of any decision for 
or against physician-assisted 
dying is the patient for whom 
the practice is available. 
Whether you agree with 

Gawande’s conclusions, his 
writing is thoughtful, readable, 
fascinating, sensitive, and 
honest--a compelling 
combination that draws you 
in on both a rational and 
emotional level.
There is so much more to 

this book than what I have 
addressed in this summary, so 
for your further interest go 
to a book review entitled, A 
Prescription for Life’s Final 
Stretch, by Janet Maslin, 
which appeared in the Oct. 16, 
2014 edition of the New York 
Times:  
www.nytimes.
com/2014/10/17/arts/being-
mortal-by-atul-gawande.
html

“We are running up against the 

difficulty of maintaining a coherent 

philosophical distinction between 

giving people the right to stop 

external or artificial processes 

that prolong their lives and giving 

them the right to stop the natural 

internal processes that do so.”

Photo: Author Atul Gawande

Beware: Scam artists still lurking  
If you are a victim of fraud 

and it is not related to 
identity fraud, contact the 
police service of jurisdiction 
in your area. The Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC) is 
the central agency in Canada 
that collects information and 

criminal intelligence on such 
matters as mass marketing 
fraud (i.e.: telemarketing), 
advance fee fraud (i.e.: West 
African letters), Internet 
fraud and identification theft 
complaints. Always report 
fraud to the Canadian Anti-

Fraud Centre on-line by 
visiting the CAFC website: 
www.antifraudcentre-
centreantifraude.ca  or call 
1-888-495-8501 
Also, the Competition Bureau 
of Canada produced the “Little 

Black Book of Scams” in 2015. 
You can download a PDF 
version here:

www.competitionbureau.
gc.ca/eic/site/cb-bc.nsf/
eng/03074.html

Or find a copy at the end of 
the online June issue of The 
Diocesan Times.

Submitted at the request of a 
scammed senior. She got her 
money back but only just!
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Dear Diocese of Nova Scotia 
and Prince Edward Island,

I confess that my recent 
travels in the big broad world 
seem to have narrowed my 
conversations down to one 
issue, ending hunger. Maybe it 
has something to do with my 
re-entry, my way of readjusting 
to life in Canada. But I suspect 
it is influenced by my need 
to share some very difficult 
information as well as some 
very good news. So I am 
grateful for the opportunity 
to write about an experience 
that, in spite of being heart 
wrenching, has in the end, left 
me with hope. 
It took 15 airplanes in 18 

days. 2 trains. 4 four wheel 
drive trucks. 1 boat, a tuk-tuk 
and an elephant to equal one 
lap around the world.
I’m still not stationary. We 

are driving past Amherst (my 
husband at the wheel), on our 
way to a CFGB presentation in 
Truro as I compose this article 
so you will know how much of 
a difference the money raised 
for PWRDF and the Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank (CFGB) in 
parishes around our diocese 
makes in the lives of people all 
around the globe.  
I really don’t have to explain 

the effect of your support of 
PWRDF, but a significant 
number of Anglicans in our 
diocese (with the exception of 
a fair number on PEI) might 
scratch their heads when I 
mention CFGB. Our church, 
the Anglican Church of 

Canada, through PWRDF has 
been a member of CFGB for 
a decade. Compared to others 
we are relative new comers. 
However, we all benefit from 
the staff ’s expertise and the 
4:1 matching funding from 
the federal government that 
membership brings. 
A decade ago, I visited a 

PWRDF partnership project in 
southern India and Sri Lanka 
funded through CFGB. The 
projects I visited in Laos and 
eastern India recently are not 
Anglican projects, but they 
are exemplary examples of the 
effect Christians (including 
Anglicans), through CFGB 
can have on the world. 
Six of us, two staff members 

and four board members 
visited partnership projects 
operated by the Mennonite 
Central Committee, ADRA 
(7th Day Adventist) and 
World Renew. 
We spent one week in Laos 

(Lent 5) and the other week 
(Holy Week) in eastern India. 
Our first day in Vientiane, 

Sunday, was to be a day of rest 

after two days of air travel. It 
began in a Buddhist Temple, 
a deeply spiritual experience. 
That afternoon, a tour of the 
national museum, helped us 
begin to understand the effect 
of the American presence on 
the people of Laos during the 
Vietnam War and its on-going 
effect today. The next day, a 
visit to a museum attached to 
a huge hospital specializing 
in rehabilitation for people 
who have lost limbs because of 
land-mines and undetonated 
bombs drove it all home. 
According to a sign that 

hung in the museum, 
“Lao PDR is the most 
heavily bombed country 
in the world per capita in 
history.” 

This because of the 
Americans, even though 
they were never at war 
with the US. “More than 
580,000 bombing missions 
were conducted over Lao 
PDR, which is one bombing 
mission every eight minutes, 
twenty four hours a day for 
nine years.” Lonely Planet 

calls it the “secret war” to 
which the Americans did not 
admit. “More than 270 million 
bombies were dropped onto 
Lao PDR.” One cannot visit 
that museum without being 
changed forever. 
That afternoon, we caught a 

plane north, and landed in the 
capital of the province that 
abuts the Chinese border. 
The next day we would learn 

not only about the causes of 
poverty in rural areas (e.g. 
war) but feel hope because 
of the work of CFGB and 
its member churches.  To be 
continued.  

Regards,
Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies

MISSION (is) POSSIBLE:
Diocesan Stories of People Responding to God’s Call   
“From Canvas to Conversation”
By Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn
An artist’s brush is painting an 
open door for mission at St. 
Paul’s Church, Grand Parade.
The rector, the Rev. Dr. Paul 

Friesen, says that for more 
than a year his parish has 
been discerning their role in 
connecting with the wider 
community. “We have been 
focusing our approach on 
opening windows and doors, 
metaphorically.”
Since St. Paul’s is open six 

days a week to the general 
public and is blessed to have 
hundreds of downtown 
workers and resident 
pedestrians practically on their 
front steps, church leaders 
are leveraging an existing 
‘creative’ resource to explore 
new mission initiatives. Led 
by their talented artist-in-
residence, Ian McKinnon, 
the congregation has been 
intentionally “creating space” 
to build relationships with new 
people, especially within the 
Halifax area’s arts community. 
Rev. Paul says, “We’ve made 
a commitment to using a 
significant gift to draw out 
other gifts.”
Ian is a NSCAD University 

art instructor who also has a 
Master of Theological Studies, 
from Trinity College, Toronto. 
This gifted abstract painter has 

curated exhibitions of other 
artists’ work which extends 
pathways from St. Paul’s 
to and from the art school 
and wider professional art 
community. They share shows 
and artists, creating a wider 
circle of relationship networks. 
Rev. Paul says, “Our aim is 
to bridge the secular and the 
sacred.”
Seasonal shows at St. Paul’s 

means setting up mobile 
exhibition walls inside the 
gathering area of the beautiful, 
historic church. For example, 
for several weeks in November 
2014, Ian assisted 26-year 
old artist and Afghanistan 
War veteran Jessica Wiebe 
with a show called “Bearing 

Arms B(e)aring Wounds: 
One woman’s witnessing to 
the space between war and 
healing.” On Remembrance 
Day congregation members 
opened their doors and 
served free hot chocolate to 
visitors as they explored the 
contemporary war exhibition. 
Ian describes the invitation 

to newcomers to make 
connections between art 
and the divine at this show. 
“Wiebe’s work is the stuff 
of a history of art that bears 
witness. It is an impulse 
inextricably imbued with 
a Christian orientation to 
complete immersion in this 
world, in this life – and not to 
retreat from it.”
Other church-community 

building exhibitions have 
included Peggy Toole’s 
“Journey to Joy: a spiritual 
pilgrimage through drawing 
and painting,” in October 
of 2014. Ian reflects on her 
work, “How fitting that art 
be reclaimed as a vessel and 
conduit for experiencing joy, 
for encountering mystery.” 
The most recent project 

for the artist-in-residence 
is his “The Parish House 
Series.” This is a collection 
of 58 paintings created over 
14 months in Ian’s studio, a 
third floor space in St. Paul’s 

Parish House. This 
year’s exhibition 
went on the road 
to Colchester 
County with the 
“The Tatamagouche 
Exhibition” which 
ran this past spring. 
Ian says his series 
of neo-icons is 
“abstract art, but 
they allow for 
conversations about 
(spiritual) practices, 
things like prayer 
and meditation.”
In addition to 

the exhibitions, 
for more than two 
years St. Paul’s 
worship has featured 
Ian’s colourful 
illustrations during 
special seasons. His 
showcased art is 
woven naturally and 
powerfully with the 
liturgy and helps 
engage worshippers 
to seek to encounter 
The Divine in fresh, 
imaginative ways.
One Good Friday 

they erected a 
life-sized cross and 
attached a roll of 
paper. Rev. Paul said they 
leaned the cross against 
the altar and during the 
solemn service they unrolled 
a painting of the crucified 
Christ. They used a capella 
music from various genres 
and seven lay people offered 
meditations. It was truly 
a worship experience that 
embraced diverse gifting from 
the congregation. 

At St. Paul’s artwork engages 
those who claim to be 
“spiritual, but not religious.” 
Ian said in a recent media 
interview that these initiatives 
are opportunities to open 
dialogue. “People are really 
thirsty. … Generally, people 
who look at art, music, they 
experience something they’re 
defining as spiritual. Let’s 
really talk about that. Let’s 
open that conversation.” 

L E T T E R S

Photo: “Leg Mountain” made from 
some of the thousands of artificial 
limbs needed from land-mine injuries

Photo: Ian McKinnon is St. Paul’s 
artist-in-residence and a bridge-
builder with the arts community in 
the Halifax area.

Photo: From The Parish House Series, Messy 
Christus Rex - oil on wood panel.
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It’s A New Day!    
Summer in church: Sizzle? Or Fizzle?  
By Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn

Church attendance and 
participation numbers usually 
fluctuate over the summer 
season. City and town 
churches empty out as folks hit 
the beaches and campgrounds. 
Rural congregations often 
swell as tourists and cottagers 
invade beautiful coastlines 
and lakeside landscapes. The 
question is asked: How can 
ministry and mission continue 
to be vibrant during this 
Sabbath sunshine season? Do 
we have to fizzle out in our 
activities? Or can we sizzle this 
summer?
A number of our Diocesan 
churches are reaching out 
during the summer attendance 
shift. For example, the Parish 
of St. Peter’s (Hackett’s 
Cove area) hosts a seaside 
campground outdoor worship. 
Scores of new people are 
camping and exploring their 
community and The Rev’d. 
Andrew Cooke and his team 
engage them with the holy in 
the midst of their holidays.
Several other congregations 
host (or partner with other 
local churches to host) 
Vacation Bible Schools. 
These week-long educational 
events provide basic Christian 
teaching to children of any 
or no church background. 
Children or grandchildren 
of parishioners often invite 
their friends to come along. 
Some of these new kids have 
never had any connection to 
a Christian faith community. 

Themed kits can be purchased 
which provide easy ideas 
for music, crafts, healthy 
snacks and Bible stories that 
engage children. Parents may 
be looking for inexpensive 
wholesome summer 
programming, even if they are 
not church-goers. 
Midweek small group 
gatherings for studies or 
discussion which include some 
worship component can help 
weekend travelers connect 
during the work week. Some 
of our parishioners may not 
be able to attend Sunday 
worship during the July 
and August months. Offer 
an alternative option for 
Christian community during 
the Monday to Thursday 
evening timeslot so people can 
stay plugged in.
When local cottages, 
campgrounds, motels and 
tourist attractions get buzzing, 
consider ways to engage these 

visitors. Perhaps your church 
could share a dramatic skit or 
Christian music concert in the 
campground common room? 
Or host a youth program on 
the beach? Remember to 
deliver brochures featuring 
your worship times and 
summer activities to the 
reception desks and tourist 
bureaus. Put posters up on 
visitor bulletin boards. Submit 
your church events to local 
tourist websites.
Special summertime 
activities can be held to build 
relationships with the wider 
neighbourhood. Offering free 
family festivities like parish 
fun fairs, picnics, block parties 
with a barbeque, campfire 
Bible-story-telling nights and 
outdoor adventures, like hikes 
or camping weekends, can 
strengthen existing parishioner 
friendships and foster new 
member bonds. Holding a 
Eucharist liturgy outdoors 
is also a beautiful way to 
experience worship in a fresh, 
incarnational way. It is great 
Christian witness to passersby 
too.  
Other ideas may be a church-
wide road trip to a special 
place, hold a blessing of the 
bicycles and bike parade, 
organize a sidewalk chalk art 
activity in a paved parking lot, 
or host a sports tournament 
for horseshoes, softball, bocce 
ball, or washer-toss. What 
about a kite-flying contest or 
a big water-sprinkler party for 
preschoolers and young kids?
Fun is the word for these 
seasonal church functions. 

Aim for low-labour and lots 
of laughs. Give your leaders 
a break from the meetings in 
July and August and ramp 
up the fun-factor. This can 
energize your church insiders 
as well as potential newcomers 
when members can enjoy 
one another in relaxed, non-
pressurized, less-structured 
settings. 
Some general summer 
suggestions: 

Try to get outside of the 
church building. Use 
your lawn or some other 
community space to 
connect in a religiously 
non-threatening 
environment.

If you host a worship, 
program or activity in 
your church or hall, be 
sure to prop the doors 
open. This signals 
that you are open and 
inviting.

Whatever your summer 
plans, remember to keep 
it simple and use your 
imagination. There is no 
need for a big budget or 
leader burnout. 

Always promote your 
special event well. 
Posters, signs and 
Facebook are good. 
Personal invitations, 
either by phone or a 
hand-delivered paper 
invitation, are the most 
effective means.      

Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn is the 
Diocesan Parish Vitality 
Coordinator. For articles, 
inspiration and insights on 
congregational vitality and 
mission see the Facebook page 
“Parish Vitality Coordinator – 
Diocese of NS & PEI.

Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn

Retirement for 
faithful servant
Photo: Archdeacon Glenn 
Eason with his wife Terry 
Lea and daughter Shawna, 
on April 03, 2016. Valarie 
Cole (right) a member of 
St. Monica’s Ladies Group 
reading a poem created for 
the occasion by her husband 
David. Terri Lea was 
presented with a bouquet of 
flowers and Father Glenn 
with a gift. They joined with 
the congregation, colleagues 
and friends to celebrate his 

retirement from Christ Church 
in Amherst NS. Rev. Eason 
has given devoted service to 
God, the Anglican Church 
and community for thirty five 
years. Even though the parish 
is sad to see him leave, it is a 
happy time for them. As every 
Anglican knows, good food 
and fellowship was enjoyed 
by all. Well-earned relaxation 
time at their cottage in Five 
Islands and travel are on their 
agenda.
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Warm welcome for bishop in Cape Breton

Photo above: A worship service at St. Mary’s Church, Glace Bay with parishioners of the Collieries Parish, clients & staff of CAPE, (a day centre in Glace Bay for persons with 
disabilities).

Bishop Ron Cutler’s visit 
to the Cape Breton Region 
(April 26-28, 2016), was 
busy with meetings, clergy 

interviews, worship service 
at St. Mary’s Church, Glace 
Bay and Social Gathering in 
Trinity Church in Sydney 

Mines. On Wednesday, 
April 27th,  Rector of the 
Collieries Parish, Rev. 
Vernon Reid lead, the Dr. 

Suess Cat in the Hat theme 
worship service. Bishop 
Ron had a conversation 
with those in attendance 

explaining the significance 
of his Crosier & Mitre. 

St. Mark’s 
gets a 
lift from 
Foundation
Photo left: Judy Rois, Executive 
Director of the Anglican Foundation 
visits St. Mark’s - Halifax to view the 
installation of a new Stair Chair lift.  
A $ 10,000 Grant from the Anglican 
Foundation enabled this work to go 
ahead.  With Judy is Bob Barnes, 
Property Committee Chair and Rev. 
John K. Morrell.

Photo right:  The new lift became 
operational on April 26, 2016.  Bob 
Barnes, Property chair take the first 
ride. A substantial grant from the 
Provincial Government Accessibility 
Fund enabled this project to be 
completed in our 150th Anniversary 
Year.
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Leaders of courage, serving by faith
By Cynthia Pilichos, 
Anglican Church Women NS 
Board and the VSST Building 
Healthy Leadership

The world needs 
leaders and leaders are 
activators of change, as 

Rev. Neale Bennet, President 
of AST, reminded us at the 
recent Faith & Fellowship 
Gathering, jointly sponsored 
by the Anglican Church 
Women NS Board and the 
Diocesan VSST Building 
Healthy Leadership. As 
keynote speaker, Rev. Neale 
noted that the church is a 
place where leaders help 
change the world; moreover, 
we are all called to that 
ministry and leadership 
of change through our 
Baptism, not just those who 
are ordained or who have 
a titled position. However, 
advancing God’s mission is 
not for the faint of heart – 
courage is needed. President 
Bennet spoke of three kinds of 
courage: the courage of Mary, 
who stepped into uncertainty; 
the courage of the cross, that 
allows us to embrace endings 
for the promise of new life; 
and the courage of conversion, 
that would have us reimagine 

who we are in the eyes of God, 
to give up what we are for 
what we might become. 
In a keynote address that 

was both presentational 
and interactive, we were 
reminded of the challenge 
of building up the kingdom 
of God, as President Neale 
shared sobering statistics that 
showed us how far we are away 
from God’s kingdom here on 
earth. Rev. Neale led us in a 
brief exploration of the three 
kinds of faith required for this 

building up of the kingdom 
of God: a living faith, a dying 
faith, and a faith reborn. We 
are called to action, to be 
prepared to change, to be 
prepared to respond to the 
needs of the world, because, in 
the words of Synod 2015: It’s 
about the world! 
President Neale reminded 

us of all that is offered at the 
Atlantic School of Theology 
for both ordained and lay, 
and that it is the mandate of 
AST to prepare leaders for 

the church and the world. 
Rev. Neale noted the three 
key knowledges that are 
required of a leader, and that 
AST provides opportunities 
for the many students from 
all walks of life to develop 
these knowledges:  knowledge 
of self, knowledge of others, 
and knowledge of God. Rev. 
Lynn Uzans was our workshop 
facilitator and she had us 
explore in a fun and active 
way how we can come to 
know ourselves and others 
better. The whole day helped 
us to come to know God 
better, especially Bishop Ron’s 
sermon on God as the Good 
Shepherd.  
The Faith & Fellowship 

Gathering 2016: Leaders of 
Courage, Serving by Faith was 
the occasion to say “good-
bye” to one Anglican Church 
Women NS Board Annual 
Project, Ability to Live with 
Spirit, and to embrace a 
new one for 2016/17: The 
Madagascar School Project: 
Changing Lives, Sharing 
Hope. In saying “good-bye” 
to our local focus Annual 
Project 2015/16, Ability to 
Live with Spirit, in memory 
of the late Verna Munroe, and 

to support the equipment loan 
program of the ALS Society 
for those living with ALS, we 
were delighted to welcome 
Kim Carter, CEO / President 
of ALS Society of NB / NS to 
receive a cheque of $16,000, 
representing the contributions 
and prayers of the parishes 
throughout the Diocese. 
We were pleased that Cathy 
Munroe, Verna’s daughter, was 
able to join us for the cheque 
presentation. 
Kathy Lucking, founder 

of The Madagascar School 
Project, exemplifies the three 
kinds of courage that President 
Neale spoke of. The story of 
the growth and development 
of this international enterprise 
is amazing, and the NS Board 
is very pleased to partner 
with The Madagascar School 
Project for its 2016/17 Annual 
Project, with its international 
focus, The Madagascar 
School Project: Changing 
Lives, Sharing Hope. 
Here’s to another successful 
Anglican Church Women NS 
Board Annual Project that 
encourages support and prayers 
from across the Diocese. 

VCM 2016 – EMBODY: Experience, Pray, Learn 
Excitement is building for 

our annual Vital Church 
Maritimes 2016 conference. 
See: www.nspeidiocese.ca to 
REGISTER!  

This year’s key note speaker 
is Rev. Dr. Cameron Harder, 
Professor of Systematic 
Theology at Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, in 
Saskatoon, and Founder/
Executive Director of 
the Centre for Rural 
Community Leadership and 
Ministry. In preparation 
for our conference, we 
conducted a brief interview 
with Dr. Harder, author of 
“Discovering the Other: 
Asset-Based Approaches 
to Building Community 
Together.”  

Q: In your book, you 
say that a congregation’s 

mission to connect with 
others is like a “treasure 
hunt.” What do you mean 
by that?  

A: Most congregations 
have been trained to see 
and track their resources 
for ministry primarily in 
terms of money, buildings 
and clergy. But buried in 
the congregation and its 
surrounding community are 
a host of other resources 
waiting to be creatively 
mobilized for life-giving 
ministries.  Sometimes it’s 
best to mentally set aside 
the “big three” so we can 
see the treasures around us. 
They include skilled people 
in other local institutions, 
the “hidden” folks in the 
neighbourhood, and the 
gifts of skill and personality 
hidden among our own 
people. The treasures 
include access to natural 
resources, to things that 
we and our friends might 
be willing to lend or give, 
and to the work and play 
interests of the community. 
Creatively connected, these 
resources can revitalize 
congregational mission. 

Q: How important is 
storytelling and listening 
to one another’s stories in 
building up church?  

A: It’s essential. One of 

the Church’s roles is to 
notice and name the ways 
in which God is at work in 
the church and community. 
That only happens as we 
tell each other our stories 

and listen carefully for 
the heartbeat of God in 
them. Story-telling is also 
essential for congregations 
who want to adapt to 
changing circumstances. A 
congregation that tells the 
stories of “what’s working” 
notices what the Spirit is 
up to and is able to focus its 
energies in that direction. 
Though it doesn’t turn 
away from suffering, it also 
doesn’t get bogged down 
in despair over the ravages 
of sin and chaos. Listening 
to all stories with an ear to 
the Spirit nurtures hope, 
builds courage and provides 
direction for ministry.

VCM 2016 takes place 
Sept. 29 to Oct. 1 at 
Atlantica Oak Island Resort 
& Conference Centre in 
the South Shore. Funding 
support is available for lay 
and clergy leaders. The 
deadline for registration and 
accommodation discounts 
is August 29th. Watch the 
“Vital Church Maritimes 
2016” Facebook page for 
more details.  

Photo: Anne Williams, President, Anglican Church Women, Nova Scotia 
Board;  Kimberly Carter, President/CEO, ALS Society, and Marjorie 
Davis, Treasurer, Anglican Church Women, Nova Scotia Board.
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Get ready for CLAY!
By Allie Colp

The Canadian Lutheran 
Anglican Youth Gath-
ering (CLAY) hap-

pening in Charlottetown 
this summer has had a much 
better response than anyone 
anticipated. So much better 
that they reached maximum 
registration. FOUR MONTHS 
before the gathering will hap-
pen So, what is this gathering 
all about? What makes it so 
exciting and worthwhile that 
over 800 youth from across the 
country have signed up for it? 
This diocese has not been 

very involved in CLAY in the 
past, so lots of people have lots 
of questions like this. Sure, we 
have our own youth gather-
ings, but the Diocesan Youth 
Conference or Teens Encoun-
ter Christ don’t have numbers 
anything close to what we will 
see in CLAY this summer. 
We sent one home team of 

7 people to the last CLAY, 
which was in Kamloops, BC 
in 2014. They all came back 
full of stories and great memo-
ries, and have shared those at 
Diocesan Council, DYC, and 
in their parishes. There isn’t 
a final count for how many 
people are going from our 
diocese this time just yet, but 
there’s at least 40 people going 
as home teams, and lots more 
will be involved with volun-
teering at the gathering. 
Part of the high numbers 

from here is definitely that it’s 
happening so close to home. 
But part of it is the enthusiasm 
that came from hearing the 
stories of those who were there 
in Kamloops. It’s hard to fully 
explain what being at a gather-
ing with hundreds of Anglican 
and Lutheran young people is 
like, but stories of large group 
gatherings, a servant event, 
ministry projects and so many 
other things come pretty close. 
Those experiences will be 

part of CLAY this time as well. 
Most participants will stay on 
campus at UPEI, which will 
be home base for the gather-
ing. Large groups gatherings 
will happen each day, where 
everyone gathers in one space 
to hear from the keynote 
speaker, see the drama team 
perform, and sing worship 
songs with the band. For the 
servant event, participants 

will spread out, working with 
different organizations to serve 
Charlottetown in some way – 
whether it’s planting marram 
grass, or gleaning fields after 
mechanical harvest, this is a 
great opportunity for everyone 
to connect with the city that 
they are in. 
Most of CLAY is based on a 

defined schedule, but partici-

pants do have some choice, in 
the form of ministry projects. 
Ministry projects are in depth 
workshops where participants 
will dig deep into something, 
maybe a social justice issue, or 
a creative way to express their 
faith. There’s a whole bunch 
of things to choose from, so 
hopefully everyone can do 
something that excites them. 
Of course, there has to be 

something special about the 
gathering because it’s happen-
ing in Charlottetown. The 
local area will be highlighted 
in lots of ways, particularly 
in a beach party. For many 
people at CLAY, the ocean is a 
special treat. So, while they’re 
all gathered on an island, they 
might as well take advantage!
Through all of these activities 

and events, young people from 
across the country will have 
the chance to get to know one 

another and to learn about 
and encounter God in new 
and different ways. In a time 
when young people might not 
see someone else their age in 
church on a Sunday, CLAY 
is an opportunity to see that 
they aren’t alone. It’s a unique 
event, and it’s exciting for us 
to have this happening right 
in our own backyard, and to 
have the chance to be part of 
it. 
To find out more about the 

hometeams that are going and 
how to support them, or to 
learn more about volunteering, 
e-mail Allie at localarrange-
ments2016@gmail.com

DYC 2016

Doesn’t this look like a bunch 
of people having a really great 
time? YOU could be one of 
them this year! Plans for this 
fall’s Diocesan Youth Confer-
ence and coming together, and 
we want you to join us!
Here are the basics: Octo-

ber 28-30 in Lunenburg, NS. 
Lots of fun. Games. Stories. 
Friends. Worship. A really 
awesome keynote speaker 
who’s going to talk about Sci-
ence and Theology.  Really 
good food. 
What more could you ask 

for?! Registration will be up 
and running by July 1st, so 
mark your calendars now, tell 
your friends, and get excited! 

CLAY needs Volunteers

If you’ve been reading 
The Diocesan Times 
regularly over the last 

few months, no doubt you 
know that the Canadian 
Lutheran and Anglican 
Youth Gathering 
(CLAY) is happening 
in Charlottetown this 
summer. What you may 
not know is that there 
are over 800 participants 
already registered. 
800! With that kind 
of response, it’s really 
exciting and really 
obvious that we’ve got 
something good coming 
our way. 

What that means for us 
is that we need lots and 
lots of volunteers. There 
are lots of different kinds 
of volunteers that we 

need, so here’s a rundown 
of the kinds of things that 
we need people to do:

• Late Night Spot 

Leaders

• Security, 

Transportation

• Nursing

• Info Desk

• Special Events

• Ushers 

You can volunteer done 
online using the link can 
be found on the homep-
age of the Diocesan 
website or e-mailing: 
localarrangements2016@

gmail.com.

Allie Colp



Teach Us to Pray:
God, give us your peace
Recently, on a trip to 

Toronto, I stayed at St. 
John’s Convent, home 

of the Sisterhood of St. John 
the Divine, an Anglican order 
of nuns. The monastic daily 
rhythm of prayer is the basis 
for much of our Anglican 
worship and we can find its 
beautiful vestiges in the Morn-
ing, Evening and Compline 
or Night Prayers of our prayer 
books. Whenever I visit, it is 
so easy to step back into that 
timeless river of prayer that 
flows through the Sisters’ daily 
round of worship. Many of the 
services are sung and incorpo-
rate much more silence than 
worship in most parish church-
es. I freely admit to what my 
husband gently calls my “mo-
nastic tendencies”.  My time 
with the Sisters, enveloped in 
this prayerful daily rhythm, 
helps recalibrate a more bal-
anced life for me.
The ambiance of the Chapel 
extends to the refectory (the 
dining hall) where Sisters 
and guests eat most meals in 
silence. The Guest House bro-
chure says the meals are silent 
“to encourage quiet reflec-
tion and awareness of God’s 
generosity to us.”  For those 
of us used to eating rushed 
meals accompanied by hurried, 
sometimes harried, conversa-
tions, silent meals may come 
as a shock to the system. The 
curious thing about it though, 
is that once the silence is em-
braced – welcomed even, the 

Sunday night “talking suppers” 
become the shock!
As in many Christian homes, 
a communal Grace is said by 
the Guest Sister, prior to a 
meal. After a leisurely amount 
of time, the Guest Sister rings 
a small brass bell. We all 
rise and the Sister shares a 
prayer of thanksgiving for the 
meal and the fellowship we 
have just received. As a final 
request, the Sister says: “God, 
give us your peace.” To which 
we all respond in agreement, 
“Amen”.
It is this request for peace that 
I find so compelling. It re-
minds me that peace is fleet-
ing, needs to be sought after, 
lived and also, prayed for. 
Perhaps because of the famous 
Tolstoy novel, we’ve come to 
believe that the opposite of 
war as peace. But when we 

pray for peace, aren’t we ask-
ing for so much more than the 
absence of war?
The Hebrew word for peace 
is Shalom which means 
peace that encompasses  
harmony, wholeness, compas-
sion and tranquility. In other 
words, Shalom is God’s origi-
nal dream for all Creation – it 
is the Kingdom come.
I was at a conference once 
where the speaker said “when-
ever two or three are gath-
ered– there is friction!” Her 
tongue-in-cheek metaphor 
has a certain amount of truth 
in it. We can choose what our 
response will be when con-
flict arises, for it is so easy to 
react negatively, defensively, 
rather than seeking common 
ground and a way forward.  It 
is in the friction of living with 
others, working alongside one 
another, that individuals are 
polished, where rough edges 
are smoothed, making pearls 
where there might have been 
irritation. Every family, includ-
ing parish families, experi-
ences conflicts. It is how we 
choose to resolve them that 
makes all the difference.
Every Thursday, the Sisters 
of St. John the Divine pray 
for the Unity of the Church 
and their special intention is 
signified by an oil lamp burn-
ing on the chapel altar. The 
multi-coloured globe glows 
softly all day long, remind-
ing everyone that the Body of 
Christ is divided into many 

denominations and within each 
part there are divisions, great 
and small, that hinder us from 
truly modelling God’s Shalom 
to world so in need of God’s 
Shalom. 
St. Paul, writing to the 
Christians at Rome, encour-
aged them: Live in harmony 
with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the 

sight of all. If it is possible, so 
far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. (Romans 
12:16-18)
May this be our prayer: “God, 
give us your peace” – not only 
for the Church, but for the 
whole world.

For more information about 
the Sisterhood of St. John the 
Divine, visit: www.ssjd.ca

REV. FRANCES DROLET-SMITH
DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVE, THE 
ANGLICAN FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER
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Colin Nicolle to be ordained 
as a transitional deacon and 
Rev. Nicholas Hatt and Rev. 
Mellanie Cohoon to be 
ordained to the priesthood 
on Friday, June 24 (Feast of 
St. John the Baptist) at the 
Cathedral Church of All 
Saints.

St. Mark’s Church, Halifax 
is organizing a Service of 
Thanksgiving on Sunday, 
June 12th beginning at 2pm 

to recognize the public 
service of former Needham 
MLA the Hon. Maureen 
MacDonald. Reception to 
follow in the Hall.  RSVP 
to 902-454-0207 or 
stmarkshalifax@bellaliant.com  
by Monday, June 6th.

Halifax’s All Saint’s Cathedral 
Choir is putting up a concert 
Music for a Great Space on 
Sunday, June 19 at 5pm in 
the Cathedral Church of All 

Saints, Halifax.
Tickets: $20 (the details of 
how to purchase are TBD)

Paul Halley is a four-time 
Grammy award winning 
keyboardist and vocalist. 
In addition to his work at 
the Cathedral, he has also 
conducted The University of 
King’s College Chapel Choir 
for the past nine years. Paul 
has only come to All Saint’s 
Cathedral in the past year 

with ambitions to push the 
music program to similar 
heights. This is his inaugural 
concert at the Cathedral, and 
many of us in the community 
are eagerly awaiting what 
is sure to be another 
phenomenal performance.

At the 150th celebration the 

parish buried a time capsule 

reflecting life back then and 

we plan to dig this up and 

add to it.  The Parish began 

with Old St James Church 

built in 1841 (now

de-consecrated). We shall hold 

a celebration service in Old 

St James on Sunday July 24th 

with special music Followed 

by a barbeque lunch beside 

the rectory and 'new' St James 

Church

built 1885.  All are welcome.

Many thanks and blessings,

Rev Ann Bush

Rector of Parish of Port Hill

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Rev. Frances Drolet-Smith

Diocesan Representative, the 
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer

Where’s my stuff?
Dear reader, 

The Diocesan Times has 
the challenge of providing 
news from around the diocese 

as well as news from world 
events. 

Regrettably, due to limited 
page space, some parish news 

was not able to be included 
in this edition. However we 
try to include extra material 
in the online PDF edition on 
the diocesan web site or on 

our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/diotimes
Paul Sherwood, Editor
The Diocesan Times 
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Your Ad  could be  Here! 

CALL Harold Irving
(902) 865-4795

hlirving@bellaliant.net

Thompson’s Moving & Storage

www.thompsonsmoving.ca

Dinner Theatre 
Plays 
by Heather D. Veinotte, Playwrite

Great fun and fundraising!
Check out my website:

www.heatherdveinotte.com

Bible 
Crossword
by Maureen Yeats

June Clues
ACROSS:
  1 – “But Jesus rebuked (the 
unclean spirit) saying ‘Be _____’ 
“not speaking (Mark 1:25) (6)
  5 – Domesticated South Ameri-
can animal (6)
10 – One who is a failure (5)
11 – “There was a Pharisee 
named _____, a leader of the 
Jews” he visited Jesus by night 
(John 3:1) (9)
12 – Pertaining to the sea (8)
13 – Any person at all (6)
15 – “And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him 
from his _____” amount owed 
(Matt. 18:27) (4)
16 – Doubt (10)
19 – General business activities 
(10)
20 – Continuous dull pain (4)
23 – French cake (6)
25 – “The God of glory _____” 
loud, rumbling noises (Ps. 29:3) 
(8)
27 – Bone that connects the hip 
to the knee, femur (9)
28 – Untidy (5)
29 – Ordained people (6)
30 – Mixtures of greens and other 
vegetables, usually served with a 
dressing (6)

DOWN:
  2 – “And this is the writing that 
was _____” engraved on a surface 
(Dan. 5:25) (9)
  3 – Large white herons (6)
  4 – “They worked together, by 
trade they were _____” people 
who make canvas shelters (Acts 
18:3) (10)
  5 – Curved masonry construc-
tion (4)
  6 – Overemphasizing the rules 
(8)
  7 – Minor part played by famous 
actor (5)
  8 – Placed the responsibility 
upon (6)
  9 – “_____ them very highly 
in love because of their work” 
admire (1 Thess. 5:13) (6)
14 – “The men who were travel-
ling with him stood _____” with 
nothing to say (Acts 9:7) (10) 
17 – “And Jesus _____ in wisdom 
and in years” became greater 
(Luke 2:52) (9)
18 – A son of Jacob and Leah 
(Gen. 30:18) (8)
19 – Bricks of gold (6)
21 – Short literary compositions 
(6)
22 – “The Lord God formed every 
_____ of the field” cattle, deer, 
etc. (Gen. 2:19) (6)
24 – A particular weave structure 
(5)
26 – “He gave it to them and said 
‘Take; this is my _____’ ”physical 
structure (Mark 14:22) (4)

 

Since 1788, Education for the 
Mind, Body, and Soul 

www.kes.ns.ca  

John D. Steele’s
Sons Limited
Manufacturers of Marble,

Granite and Bronze Plaques, 
Monuments, Tables,
Slabs and Markers

Write or call for a Free Booklet:
PO Box 173, North Sydney, NS

B2A 3M3
Telephone: 902-794-2713 

Veritas
 Catholic Books & Gifts

We stock hundreds of titles including Bibles, inspirational 
books, history of the church and lives of the Saints.

We offer one-stop shopping for Church supplies: candles, 
altar breads and wine and altar linens.

Of course, custom ordering is available.
We specialize  in providing seasonal needs for parishes 

throughout the region.
Now with 2 locations... 

1546 Barrington St, Halifax
(902) 429 7216 

&
Enf ield, Parker Place, Unit 14 

(902) 259-3304

info@veritasbooks.ca
www.veritasbooks.ca

May Solution

June Puzzle

Prayer
Book 
Society of 
Canada
NS & PEI Branch

learn more at:
www.stpeter.org/pbs.html
prayerbooksocietynspei@gmail.com

Prayer the Church’s 
banquet, angels’ age, 
God’s breath in man
returning to his birth,
The soul in 
pilgrimage, the heart 
in paraphrase …

— George Herbert
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A ministry of presence

by Marilyn Hamlin, Deacon

When talking about 
the ministry of a 
deacon, certain 

words come to mind; words 
like “serve, interpret, seek, 
search, reach, guide, pat-
tern, proclaim, and teach.” A 
deacon’s ministry is usually 
associated with action, with 
doing, with movement. I have 
had questions asked of me. 
“What does a deacon do?” or 
“Can you do _____?” or “Just 
what do you do?”

Henri Nouwen has written 
about the time when his desire 
to be useful, to do something 
significant, and to be part 
of some impressive project, 
was so strong that most of his 
hours were taken up by meet-
ings, conferences, study groups 
and workshops. He also spoke 
about human nature and how 
we human beings just can’t 
help ourselves. Sometimes we 

feel we must have plans; plans 
to organize people around an 
urgent cause, plans to work 
toward social progress, plans 
to undertake a certain project. 
It seems we do like to make 
plans.

For deacons, as well as many 
other members of clergy and 
lay, much time is taken up 
with meetings, conferences, 
workshops and various proj-
ects. It’s all part of who we 
are and the life we have been 
called into. These are mean-
ingful and important events 
in our lives and in the lives of 
others. 

There is another kind of 
ministry which many of us, in-
cluding members of the Com-
munity of Deacons, feel God is 
calling us into. It is the Min-
istry of Presence, the ministry 
of “being there” for the other. 
It may take the form of quiet 
contemplation as one feels and 
acknowledges the presence 
of God. It may be in listen-
ing to another’s story, sensing 
their silent prayers, sharing 
their grief, their sorrow and 
their joy. It may be in trying 
to understand what cannot be 
verbalized. It is being with the 
person within the warm, pro-
tective mantle of God’s love. 
It is communicating, through 
our presence, that they are not 
simply liked, but truly loved. 
A special relationship may 
develop, a relationship based 
on a spirit of compassion.

In Rosalind Brown’s book 
“Being a Deacon Today”, she 
quotes the following words 
spoken by Michael Ramsay. 
“There are people who make 
God near.” Imagine being that 
person to another human be-
ing. Imagine meeting God as 
we are present with another in 
God’s name. It is humbling. It 
is awesome.  

 I have read, and to some 
degree experienced, that this 
can be a costly ministry. Com-
passion challenges us to move 
from spectator to participant, 
to immerse ourselves com-
pletely in being human with 
all it entails. However, I be-
lieve this is what living the life 
of a deacon is about. We share 
the ministry of Jesus Christ 
who was always immersed 
in the conditions of being 
human. He shared the pain 
and suffered with those who 
mourned the loss of a child. 
He wept at the death of a dear 
friend whom he loved. The 
frailties and illnesses of old age 
were never far from his atten-
tion. He was totally present to 
each one who needed him. He 
lived their lives with them.

The question often arises, 
“How does one sustain one-
self in this costly ministry of 
compassionate presence?” An 
answer may be found within a 
group of Anglican Nuns who 
live in Toronto. Obedience to 
God’s purpose, daily prayer, 
and the love and support of 
their peers have sustained the 
sisters of a unique Anglican 
Monastic Order in Canada. 
The Sisterhood of Saint John 
the Divine have, for over 
130 years, lived their lives 
in the presence of God and 
have consistently practised 
the Ministry of Presence. 
The following poem entitled 
“Contemplation”, by Sister 
Rosemary Anne of SSJD, 
paints a vivid picture of how 
one member of the Sisterhood 
experiences that presence. 

God’s presence is a 
quietness,/a still desire/that 
holds the heart in silence./
It is fire/of love so tender, so 
intensely/true, that all/the ho-
liness of common things/and 
small/deliciousness of human 
loving/have their place/within 
the spacious kindliness/of his 
embrace. 

For a number of years I have 
been enjoying visits with an 
elderly lady in her comfortable 
home. Surrounded by famil-
iar things, she was content 
and secure. Because of failing 
health, it was necessary for 
her to move to a Nursing Care 
Facility. My first visit with my 
friend in her new home took 
me by surprise in a number 
of ways.  The coziness of her 
well-furnished living room 
had disappeared. The op-
portunity for her to offer me 
a soda no longer existed. The 
bowl of sweets she kept on 
the coffee table was a thing of 
the past. Her small curtained 
living space included a bed, 
a straight-backed chair and a 
small chest of drawers. There 
were two family photos on 
the wall above the bed. As 
she sat serenely in the chair 
with her hands folded in her 
lap, she began to share a little 
about what was happening in 
her life. I listened to her story, 
and in those moments felt 
closer to her than all the hours 

spent in her living room. Soft 
chairs, cola drinks and bowls 
of candies were forgotten. I 
am certain we must have been 
“Within the spacious kindli-
ness of God’s embrace.” 

Deacons are called to make 
God’s love known and to be 
the hands and feet of Jesus (al-
though sometimes the hands 
and feet remain still). The 
compassionate individual who 
is able to be the person who 
makes God near, and who is 
an example of Christ’s ministry 
of presence to one another, is 
gifted indeed. “Visits” happen 
anywhere; in a church build-
ing, on the street, in a shop-
ping mall or in a tiny, sparsely-
furnished room.

We all can get very busy run-
ning hither and yon to do the 
work of our ministry, but I find 
that some of the most reward-
ing, God-filled moments are 
those spent quietly being 
present to one of our sisters 
or brothers. These are the 
moments which open up the 
possibilities of meeting God 
face to face. These are the mo-
ments that bring the spiritual 
insight and peace we long for.

An old Celtic Blessing says, 
“The joy of God be in thy 
face/Joy to all who see thee.”

May it always be so.

The view from the Deacon’s Bench

Can I count on your support? 
THE DIOCESAN TIMES 
 Newspaper for the Diocese of NS & PEI

Thank you for your generous support throughout the years. I am asking you once 
again for your donation so we can continue printing The Diocesan Times. For a 
tax receipt, please include this envelope with your parish church offering.  Or 
mail it direct (no receipt issued) to: 

Diocesan Times, 1340 Martello Street, Halifax, NS B3H 2Z1

Name  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Parish  . . . . . . . . . . 
Env. No.  . . . .Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     
City  . . . . .  . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  Prov . . . .  
Postcode  . . . . . .. . . . . .  
Amount encl.   $20      Other ____

CODE: APR2016

New
subsription:      

Already
subscribe:         

‘Last Call’ for The Diocesan 
Times annual appeal

The Diocesan Times has 
published the news and 
views of our diocese for 

the past 70 years.
During that time, it reported 
on changes, topical news 
stories and announcements 
throughout Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island. This 
month we’re continuing our 
annual appeal campaign. 
We need your support of our 
diocesan newspaper. 

Your support not only allows 
us to print the news and stories 
from our diocese but it also 
tells us that you are committed 
to the newspaper in its printed 
and electronic versions.
Please show your support by  
using the printed version of 
the donation envelope in this 
month’s paper.
Thank you.

Paul Sherwood, Editor
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Diocesan Times PDF Bonus Coverage
(for all those stories we couldn’t fit into the regular print edition of the newspaper)

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – MAY 1, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
England has its famous Three Choirs Festival, the annual gathering of the choristers, directors and organists of 
Hereford, Gloucester, and Worcester cathedrals to present concert programmes and choral services featuring 
the best of cathedral music in the Anglican tradition. The Three Choirs Festival in England is celebrating its 
300th anniversary this summer.  
 
Here in Canada, once rich with choirs in the Anglican tradition, you would now be lucky to come across one 
men and boys choir within 1,000 kilometers of another. But this May, the newest men and boys choir in 
Canada (Capella Regalis of Halifax) is hosting one of the oldest men and boys choir in Canada (Choir of 
Christchurch Cathedral, Ottawa, formed in 1891) for a weekend of mutual music-making and merriment in 
Nova Scotia. 

Two Men & Boys Choirs IN PERFORMANCE TOGETHER: 
Capella Regalis Men & Boys Choir (Halifax) hosts  
The Choir of Men & Boys of Christchurch Cathedral (Ottawa)  
for a weekend of music-making 
 
Directed by Nick Halley and Matthew Larkin 
with Paul Halley and Matthew Larkin, organists 
 
Concert presented by Musique Royale: 
Saturday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
St John’s Anglican Church, 81 Cumberland Street, Lunenburg 
Tickets $20 regular / $10 student, available from Shop on the Corner, Lunenburg 
and from Musique Royale at 902-634-9994 
Tickets also available at the door. 
 
Choral Services at Cathedral Church of All Saints (free admission): 
 

Choral Evensong sung by Christchurch Cathedral Choir 
Friday, May 20 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Choral Eucharist sung by Christchurch Cathedral Choir & Capella Regalis 
Sunday, May 22 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Finale Choral Evensong sung by Christchurch Cathedral Choir & Capella Regalis 
Sunday, May 22 at 5:00 p.m. 
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Mothers’ Union Conference Agenda, Baddeck, Cape Breton June 1-5, 2016 

 

 

 Please note that the Friday time slot 4:00-5:00 p.m. has been changed from “Challenge 
Project” wrap up, to a presentation by Anne-Marie Vickers a staff member from Mary Sumner 
House, the Mothers’ Union headquarters  in London, England. She is a Provincial 
Representative. Her talk will be about the worldwide work of the Mothers’ Union.  


